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I am thrilled to report that this week the U.S. Congress passed the Safeguarding America’s First
Responders Act. I was honored to lead a bipartisan coalition of attorneys general supporting its
passage.
In May, I rallied a group of attorneys general in support of the SAFR Act to urge Congress to
pass the important change to allow families of law enforcement officers who contract COVID-19,
and die as a result, to receive benefits. The Act will permit the families of first responders who
die or are permanently and totally disabled as a result of COVID-19, to receive the same federal
benefits extended to first responders, or their survivors, otherwise killed or injured in the line of
duty.

Sadly, Florida has already lost law enforcement officers to this deadly virus and no government
action will ever replace these heroes, but with the passage of the SAFR Act, we can at least
offer assistance and a bit of comfort to the families of the brave law enforcement officers who
risk their health and safety to protect ours.

I am grateful to my fellow attorneys general and the U.S. lawmakers who supported this
important legislation. I am urging all Floridians to please continue to support our law enforcement
men and women and their families.

By doing so, you will help us build a Stronger, Safer Florida.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L1qnPLYEfJ4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.myfloridalegal.com/page/1023906D68380BC98525856F0050020A/?Open&Highlight=0,safr,act


In The News

SAFR Act gives families of first responders who contract coronavirus, and die as a result, benefits, WTSP
Tampa

Read More 

Legislation granting death benefits for COVID-19 first responders goes to president, WMFE Central Florida

Read More 

AG Moody launches new resource for Floridians to protect themselves against fraud, ABC Action News

Read More 

Attorney General’s Office launches ‘Scams at a Glance’ website to help you identify scammers, WINK News

Read More 

Okaloosa deputy named Florida’s 2020 School Resource Officer of the Year, Northwest Florida Daily News

Read More 

VIDEO: This Week on The Florida Channel: School Resource Officer of the Year, The Florida Channel

Read More 

https://www.wtsp.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/safr-act-gives-families-of-first-responders-who-contract-coronavirus-and-die-as-a-result-benefits/67-0faff004-7758-4cfa-b9ae-c82e1b895208
https://www.wmfe.org/your-wednesday-update-virus-will-cause-slowdown-in-floridas-growth-a-whole-new-look-for-the-nba-experience-teachers-retire-instead-of-returning-this-fall/159917
https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/state/ag-moody-launches-new-resource-for-floridians-to-protect-themselves-against-fraud
https://www.winknews.com/2020/07/21/attorney-generals-office-launches-scams-at-a-glance-website-to-help-you-identify-scammers/
https://www.nwfdailynews.com/news/20200721/okaloosa-deputy-named-floridarsquos-2020-school-resource-officer-of-year
https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/7-20-20-this-week-on-the-florida-channel-school-resource-officer-of-the-year/


Protecting Floridians

Arrests Made in Senior Exploitation Case Following Tip to Attorney General Moody&#8217;s Senior Protection Team

Attorney General Ashley Moody’s Senior Protection Team, Office of Statewide Prosecution and
the Florida Department of Law Enforcement announced two arrests in a case involving the
exploitation of a Florida senior. Authorities arrested Audrey Cody and Cody’s adult daughter,
Deanna Baptiste, on charges of exploitation of elderly persons, organized scheme to defraud
and mortgage fraud as the result of an elder exploitation investigation. The investigation began
following a tip to Attorney General Moody’s SPT hotline.

Attorney General Ashley Moody said, “My office is committed to protecting seniors, working with
our partners to bring to justice those taking advantage of older Floridians. The defendants in this
case exploited a Florida senior—stealing more than $100,000 from his retirement accounts, life
insurance policy and other investments. I want to thank the citizen who reported these crimes to
my Senior Protection Team, FDLE for its diligent efforts to investigate the exploitation and my
Statewide Prosecutors for doggedly pursuing these charges." Read More

Attorney General Moody Secures Millions for Florida Following a Multistate Health Care Investigation

https://www.myfloridalegal.com/page/3DA3B1AB0E4371CF852585AC00687B98/


Attorney General Ashley Moody announced that Florida will receive millions of dollars following a
massive multistate health care fraud investigation. Florida, along with 49 states, territories and
the federal government, settled allegations of fraud against Universal Health Services, Inc. UHS
is a for-profit holding company that directly or indirectly owns the assets or stock of inpatient and
residential psychiatric and behavioral health facilities that provide services to individuals,
including beneficiaries of various federal health care programs, and UHS of Delaware, Inc., a
subsidiary of UHS that provides management services to UHS and its subsidiaries.

UHS is based in King of Prussia, Pennsylvania and is one of the nation’s largest providers of
hospital and health care services. The total value of the settlement is $117 million. Florida will
receive approximately $3.7 million.

Attorney General Ashley Moody said, “Health care fraud hurts consumers, increases costs for
patients and rips off taxpayers. I am proud of our attorneys, investigators, partner states and the
federal government for their roles in this massive investigation that has led to a multimillion-dollar
agreement that Floridians will benefit from. Hopefully this aggressive government action will
deter future fraudulent behavior aimed at taking advantage of state and federal health care
programs.” Read More

https://www.myfloridalegal.com/page/5FA923432B673EC0852585AE00520E42/

