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It all started with what the public would call a routine traffic stop, although anyone who works
with law enforcement knows there is no such thing. That stop in January caused deputies at the
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office to launch a crucial investigation that led to the rescue of five
sex trafficking victims—women who were repeatedly drugged and sold for sex.
Deputies arrested six men charged with human trafficking. I joined these deputies and
Hillsborough County Sheriff Chad Chronister this week as he announced the arrests and called
on the public to assist with the ongoing investigation by providing more information about the
criminal organization responsible for these horrendous crimes.

We are grateful to Sheriff Chronister, who serves as the Chair for the Statewide Human
Trafficking Criminal Justice Subcommittee, and his highly-trained deputies. Without men and
women like them, without people willing to put themselves in harm’s way to protect the
vulnerable, criminals like those at the center of this massive human trafficking investigation
would continue to wreak havoc on our communities.

As Florida’s Attorney General and Chair of the Statewide Council on Human Trafficking, I can tell
you that human trafficking is a 24/7 criminal enterprise. Not even a global pandemic that has
millions limiting personal contact and staying at home stops it from happening. But you can help
us fight back. Learn the signs at YouCanStopHT.com and if you see something suspicious,
speak up. Call the National Human Trafficking Hotline at 1(888) 373-7888.

http://youcanstopht.com/


By reporting suspicious activity, you can help us end human trafficking and build a Stronger,
Safer Florida.
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Protecting Floridians

Florida Attorney General Investigation Leads to Arrest of Woman Falsifying Academic Degrees and Health Care Credentials

Attorney General Ashley Moody announced the arrest of a Manatee County resident for
Medicaid fraud and scheme to defraud. The arrest by the Bradenton Police Department follows
an investigation by Attorney General Moody’s Medicaid Fraud Control Unit acting on information
received from the Agency for Health Care Administration. The investigation revealed that
Kharma Rogers allegedly falsified academic degrees and certified medical credentials to
become an approved Medicaid program provider.

Attorney General Ashley Moody said, “Cheating your way through a doctoral degree and board
certifications is dishonest, shameful and illegal. This fraudster lied and deceived patients and the
Medicaid program all in a scheme designed to steal taxpayer dollars. I am appalled that
someone would go to such lengths to deceive patients trusting them with their health and
safety.” Read More

Six Arrested for Stealing the Identities of Florida Seniors

https://www.myfloridalegal.com/page/F5D879FF2F6902D78525859000722AED/?Open=&amp%3B=
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Ashley Moody’s Office of Statewide Prosecution announced the final arrest of six individuals
suspected of stealing the personal information of more than 100 victims—including dozens of
Florida seniors. The arrests follow an investigation by Attorney General Moody’s OSP, the
Hillsborough County’s Sheriff’s Office, Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office and St. Petersburg Police
Department. According to the investigation, Samishia Askew, Gregory Engram, Carnessa
Rouse, Towan Rush, Donta White and Valisha Williams used the victims’ personal information to
obtain scores of credit cards from multiple banks. Losses totaled more than $650,000. PCSO
took Williams, the final defendant arrested, into custody earlier this week.

Attorney General Ashley Moody said, “I am outraged that anyone would target Florida seniors in
this way—stealing their identities to open fraudulent credit card accounts. We will not allow
criminal organizations to prey on seniors in Florida, and my Office of Statewide Prosecution will
continue to partner with our great law enforcement agencies to stop fraud and ensure those that
would exploit Floridians—especially our seniors—will face justice.” Read More

Home and Community-Based Services Business Owner Arrested for Defrauding Medicaid Out of More Than $200,000

https://www.myfloridalegal.com/page/EA13A19471538981852585900059CC0F/?Open=&amp%3B=


 Attorney General

Ashley Moody’s Medicaid Fraud Control Unit and the St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Office, along with
the U.S. Marshall Fugitive Task Force, arrested a home and community-based services
business owner for defrauding the Medicaid program out of more than $200,000. Lorna Dukes
owned and operated 3D Living & Home Services Inc., that provided HCBS to Medicaid
recipients.

Attorney General Ashley Moody said, “Billing for services not provided to extort money from the
Florida Medicaid program is reprehensible. My office is taking decisive legal action to stop this
unlawful activity and protect taxpayer dollars. We will continue to pursue allegations of Medicaid
Fraud to stop illegal activity and hold fraudsters responsible for their criminal actions.” Read
More

https://www.myfloridalegal.com/page/47DC4E419C54B8288525859100612BA6/?Open=&amp%3B=
https://www.myfloridalegal.com/page/47DC4E419C54B8288525859100612BA6/?Open=&amp%3B=


Events

This week, Attorney General Ashley Moody joined Hillsborough County Sheriff Chad Chronister
and his deputies at a news conference in Tampa announcing the arrests of six suspects in a
massive human trafficking case. As a result of the operation, law enforcement rescued five
victims of human trafficking.

The 2020 Human Trafficking Summit will be held virtually this year for the first time in its
existence. We are looking forward to the opportunities that come with a virtual layout, including
new and exciting speakers and the ability to view more presentations. Don’t miss out, the
Summit will be active starting Oct. 6.
Registration is now open! To register and for more information, such as speaker proposal forms
and award recommendations, please visit HumanTraffickingSummit.com.

http://humantraffickingsummit.com/


This Summit is free of charge and more than 1,750 registrants already applied. Our state is
committed to making Florida a zero-tolerance state for human trafficking. Together, we can
combat human trafficking.

Attorney General Moody congratulates Cedell Ian Garland, Esq. on winning The Florida Bar’s
2020 Claude Pepper Outstanding Government Lawyer Award. Garland works in the Attorney
General’s Medicaid Fraud Control Unit, recovering restitution and penalties from parties
defrauding the Florida Medicaid program. The award is presented to a government lawyer
whose character and accomplishments exemplify the highest ideas of government service. For
more information about Garland winning the award, click here.

http://www.flgovlawyer.org/awards/claude_pepper_award/2020.php

