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September 23, 2009 
 

Via Facsimile 
 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy   The Honorable Jeff Sessions 
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee  Ranking Member, Senate Judiciary Committee 
United States Senate    United States Senate 
       
The Honorable John Conyers   The Honorable Lamar Smith 
Chairman, House Judiciary Committee Ranking Member, House Judiciary Committee 
U.S. House of Representatives  U.S. House of Representatives 
 
Dear Senators Leahy and Sessions and Representatives Conyers and Smith: 
 

We, the undersigned Attorneys General, write to express support for, and ask for your 
help in passing, Senate Bill 1340 (companion, HR 3402).  Also called the Crime Victims Fund 
Preservation Act of 2009, the bill was introduced by Senators Patrick Leahy and Mike Crapo, 
and will increase the maximum amount of annual VOCA (Victims Of Crime Act) grants to states 
over the next five years. 
 

As you know, VOCA grants provide much-needed support to victims and victim service 
agencies throughout the nation.  The grants are allocated through the Crime Victims Fund, a 
special account dedicated to providing services to crime victims and made up entirely of fines 
and penalties paid by convicted federal offenders.  States receive these grants and administer 
programs providing compensation and education for victims, and training for law enforcement. 
Grants to state VOCA victim assistance programs fund services to more than 4 million victims of 
all types of crimes, including, domestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse, survivors of 
homicide victims, drunk driving crashes, stalking, identity theft, and elder abuse. 
 

Because annual VOCA caps have not kept pace with the costs of providing victim 
services, states have been doing more with less.  Likewise, because the caps have not kept pace 
with income to the Crime Victims Fund, the balance in the fund has risen to $2 billion over the 
past two years.  The Crime Victims Fund Preservation Act of 2009 will raise the cap on federal 
VOCA grants to $705 million for fiscal year 2010, and then increase the cap by 23 percent each 
year through 2014.  The standards and formula for allocating the funds will not change, and even 
with the increased caps, the Crime Victims Fund is projected to maintain a sustainable balance of 
at least $800 million through 2014. 
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The funds available to provide victims services such as these have declined precipitously 
in recent years.  Efforts are underway in the office’s of VOCA state funds administrators to 
staunch that decline and to operate the Crime Victims Assistance and Prevention programming 
more efficiently.  VOCA grants make up a large portion of this  funding, and this reasonable and 
sustainable increase in federal support will help to ensure that we are able to continue to support 
victims at a high level and for years to come. 
 

We urge you to preserve the intent of the offender-generated revenues and the assistance 
it provides to innocent victims by passing the Crime Victims Fund Preservation Act of 2009.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
John W. Suthers                                               
Attorney General of Colorado 

  
Jim Hood                                                                 
Attorney General of Mississippi 

 
Jon Bruning  
Attorney General of Nebraska 

 
Richard Cordray  
Attorney General of Ohio  

 
Troy King                                                         
Attorney General of Alabama 

  
Daniel S. Sullivan                                                    
Attorney General of Alaska 

 
Fepulea'i Arthur Ripley Jr. 
Attorney General of American Samoa  

  
Terry Goddard  
Attorney General of Arizona 

  
Dustin McDaniel  
Attorney General of Arkansas 

 
Edmund G. Brown, Jr.  
Attorney General of California 

 
Richard Blumenthal 
Attorney General of Connecticut 

  
Richard S. Gebelein  
Acting Attorney General of Delaware 
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Peter Nickles  
Attorney General of the District of Columbia 

 
Bill McCollum  
Attorney General of Florida 

 
Thurbert E. Baker 
Attorney General of Georgia 

 
Alicia G. Limtiaco  
Attorney General of Guam 

 
Mark J. Bennett 
Attorney General of Hawaii 

 
Lawrence Wasden  
Attorney General of Idaho 

 
Lisa Madigan 
Attorney General of Illinois 

  
Greg Zoeller  
Attorney General of Indiana 

 
Tom Miller  
Attorney General of Iowa 

 
Steve Six                                                               
Attorney General of Kansas 

 
Jack Conway                                                     
Attorney General of Kentucky 

 
James D. Caldwell                                                  
Attorney General of Louisiana 

  
Janet T. Mills  
Attorney General of Maine 

 
Douglas F. Gansler  
Attorney General of Maryland 

                 
Martha Coakley                                          
Attorney General of Massachusetts 

  
Mike Cox  
Attorney General of Michigan 
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Lori Swanson 
Attorney General of Minnesota 

 
Chris Koster  
Attorney General of Missouri 

  
Steve Bullock  
Attorney General of Montana 

 
Catherine Cortez Masto  
Attorney General of Nevada 

  
Michael A. Delaney  
Attorney General of New Hampshire 

  
Anne Milgram 
Attorney General of New Jersey 

  
Gary King 
Attorney General of New Mexico 

 
Andrew Cuomo  
Attorney General of New York 

  
Roy Cooper  
Attorney General of North Carolina 

 
Wayne Stenehjem                                                   
Attorney General of North Dakota 

                       
W.A. Drew Edmondson                                      
Attorney General of Oklahoma 

 
John R. Kroger  
Attorney General of Oregon 

  
Tom Corbett                                                        
Attorney General of Pennsylvania 

 
Patrick C. Lynch 
Attorney General of Rhode Island 

  
Henry McMaster                                                 
Attorney General of South Carolina 

 
Marty J. Jackley  
Attorney General of South Dakota 
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Robert E. Cooper, Jr.                                          
Attorney General of Tennessee 

  
Greg Abbott  
Attorney General of Texas 

 
Mark Shurtleff  
Attorney General of Utah 

 
William H. Sorrell  
Attorney General of Vermont 

  
Vincent F. Frazer 
Attorney General of the U.S. Virgin Islands 

 
William C. Mims                                                      
Attorney General of Virginia 

 
Rob McKenna 
Attorney General of Washington 

 
Darrell V. McGraw, Jr.                                            
Attorney General of West Virginia 

  
J.B. Van Hollen 
Attorney General of Wisconsin 

                                 
Bruce A. Salzburg                                                    
Attorney General of Wyoming 

 


