
Hospital medical sta� identi�es a 
newborn as �drug withdrawal�

DCF Child Abuse Investigative Flow Chart:
Newborn Drug Abuse Cases

Hospital reports the �drug withdrawal� in 
its IDC-9 codes and to AHCA (No 

identifying information is reported)

Hospital sta� does not report 
case to DCF

Hospital sta� does report
case to DCF

DCF Abuse Hotline

Screening (*DCF will
Provide additional details)

DCF Abuse Hotline sta� 
determines case should

not proceed

DCF Abuse Hotline sta� 
determines the case meets their 

abuse criteria

DCF Child Protection Investigator 
(CPI) initiates investigation.

CPI interviews mother, family 
members, doctor, nurses and

other hospital sta�.

CPI makes referrals for services 
without shelter/removal of child

CPI makes referrals and after 
consultation with CLS, CLS �les 

dependency petition without 
shelter/removal of child

CPI shelters/removes child after 
consultation with CLS, CLS �les 

shelter petition, hearing with
court within 24 hours  


