
Explanation of Differences between Chart I & Chart II 
 
Charts I and II are sets of data that represent numbers of newborns (children under 1 year) who 
were diagnosed with Drug Withdrawal Syndrome (ICD9 diagnosis 779.5) during the State Fiscal 
Year (July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011).  The following differences should be noted between the 
charts: 
 

1. Chart I represents information extracted from the Medicaid claims database whereas 
Chart II represents information extracted from the Hospital Inpatient Discharge data 
reporting system.  These are two different data systems serving different purposes and 
therefore with significant differences  

 
2. Chart I represents information on children who were identified as being Medicaid Fee-For-

Service recipients during the period specified, and is based on Medicaid claim payment 
information in the Medicaid claims database. 

 
3. Chart II includes information extracted from the Hospital Inpatient Discharge data 

reporting system and is based on hospital reported inpatient discharge data for all 
newborns during the same period. Payer information is provided to the hospitals by the 
patients (self-reported information). 

 
4. Chart I represents only Fee-for-Service Medicaid recipients and does not include Medicaid 

recipients who may be covered under a Managed Care Organization (MCOs, HMOs, etc.), 
so there would be no corresponding comparison value in Chart I to item "D" in Chart II. 

 
5. Chart I data are based on an examination of one primary diagnosis code and three 

secondary diagnoses codes, while Chart II data are based on evaluating over 30 secondary 
diagnoses for the specific condition. 

 
6. All amounts in Chart II data represent hospital charges and do not necessarily represent 

actual payment amounts, whereas information in Chart I represent actual payments to the 
hospitals by Medicaid. Furthermore, Chart I includes all Medicaid expenditures (Overall 
Expenditures) for the period identified, in addition to the Hospital expenditures for the 
identified Medicaid beneficiaries, and shows the percentage (PCT) of Hospital expenditures 
as a percentage of total cost of care.  

 
7. Data in Chart II may be subject to some error due to identification issues.  Newborn 

children generally do not have unique identifiers, and social security numbers are typically 
not issued until a couple of months after birth, whereas a Medicaid beneficiary may receive 
a Medicaid ID under presumptive eligibility.   Information in Chart II therefore, was 
compiled utilizing a combination of SSN, date of birth and linkage with the mother where 
that information was available.  However, there are cases where neither the mother nor 
the newborn child would have identifiers, and in some cases, newborns with the same date 
of birth, with similar identifier conditions would be the source of potential undercounting. 
None of these issues exist within the Medicaid claims database. 

 


