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FLORIDA NEWBORNS & DRUG WITHDRAWAL 

A pregnant mother’s use of opioid and other addictive drugs can place her child at higher risk 
for morbidity and mortality, further stretching the resources of hospitals, community treatment 
programs, and maternal and child health programs. In Florida, 

• Babies hospitalized after birth due to exposure to addictive drugs increased substantially 
fivefold (492%) between 2004 and 2011.  

• Over the past 3 years, at least 10 out of every 1,000 newborns experienced symptoms 
associated with drug withdrawal, primarily caused by prescription opiate use. 

 

1Data Source:  Agency for Healthcare Administration (AHCA) 
2Data Selection:  The data provided by AHCA were selected around two ICD-9-CM diagnosis codes 
concerning substance exposure in newborns. (1) 779.5: Drug withdrawal syndrome in newborn of 
dependent mother .This code includes any addictive drug, and does not discern prescription drugs from 
non-prescription drugs. (2) 760.72: Narcotics affecting fetus or newborn via placenta or breast milk. 
Excludes anesthetic and analgesic drugs administered during labor and delivery (ICD-9-CM 763.5), drug 
withdrawal (ICD-9-CM 779.5), and cocaine (ICD-9-CM 760.75). All selected data excludes fetal alcohol 
syndrome (ICD-9-CM 760.71). Selected data include primary and secondary diagnoses; the number of 
newborns is unduplicated. 
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3Rate calculations are based upon ICD-9 diagnosis codes 779.5 and 760.72 by the number of births recorded by the 
Florida Department of Health. 

 

• Between 2008 and 2011, 89% of substance exposed newborn patients were discharged 
from the hospital to routine home care with the mother.  

• Analysis of hospital facilities reporting the highest volume of drug exposed newborns at 
delivery between 2008 and 2011 are concentrated primarily in the northeast and central 
counties of Florida with Region 5 Facilities in Pinellas and Pasco (17.3%), Region 4 
Facilities which include Duval and Volusia (14.9%), and Region 7 Facilities which include 
Brevard and Orange (13.9%).  

• Based on healthcare system data, newborns diagnosed with drug withdrawal syndrome 
and/or exposure to narcotics between 2008 and 2011 were primarily White, non-
Hispanic/Latino. 

 

Percentage of Diagnosed Florida Newborn Patients by Race & Ethnicity  
2008-2011 
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Local Snapshot: Hillsborough County 
 

 
Source:  Substance Exposed Newborn Task Force, Hillsborough County 
 
 

  Source:  Substance Exposed Newborn Task Force, Hillsborough County 
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*ICD-9-CM: The International Classification of Diseases, 9th Revision, Clinical Modification, published by the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services. It is a coding system used to code signs, symptoms, injuries, diseases, and conditions. They 
represent billable medical codes that can be used to specify a diagnosis on a reimbursement claim.  

 
Newborn Patient Discharges by County of Residence of the Patient, 2008-2011 

County 
Residence  

Number of 
Discharges2 

Number of 
Recorded 

Births3  
Alachua   73 11,731 

Baker   24 1,468 

Bay   48 9,044 

Bradford   38 1,347 

Brevard   427 20,783 

Broward   311 86,044 

Calhoun   3 648 

Charlotte   105 4,206 

Citrus   60 4,337 

Clay   117 8,712 

Collier   193 13,810 

Columbia   56 3,332 

County Residence 
Unknown   89 345 

Dade   139 128,664 

DeSoto   19 1,743 

Dixie   33 679 

Duval   572 51,643 

Escambia   252 16,119 

Flagler   39 3,430 

Franklin   1 458 

Gadsden   4 2,693 

Gilchrist   10 755 

Glades   1 323 

Gulf   4 531 

Hamilton   4 682 

Hardee   8 1,821 

Hendry   12 2,587 

Hernando   182 6,210 

Highlands   11 3,908 

Hillsborough   372 66,995 

Holmes   7 832 

Indian River   44 5,233 

Jackson   7 2,102 

Lafayette   1 579 

County 
Residence  

Number of 
Discharges2 

Number of 
Recorded 

Births3  
Lake   54 351 

Lee   358 12,541 

Leon   34 26,293 

Levy   29 12,454 

Madison   5 1,736 

Manatee   178 347 

Marion   128 889 

Martin   21 14,255 

Monroe   4 14,017 

Nassau   45 4,854 

Okaloosa   94 2,840 

Okeechobee   26 3,133 

Orange   312 62,539 

Osceola   44 15,393 

Palm Beach   219 57,042 

Pasco   552 19,749 

Pinellas   841 34,671 

Polk   111 30,252 

Putnam   77 3,716 

Santa Rosa   70 7,195 

Sarasota   292 12,576 

Seminole   85 7,253 

St. Johns   74 11,720 

St. Lucie   69 17,927 

Sumter   13 1,876 

Suwannee   41 2,019 

Taylor   6 1,097 

Union   18 687 

Volusia   270 19,724 

Wakulla   3 1,303 

Walton   38 2,653 

Washington   3 1,033 

 
Total 7,380 880,564 

 


