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' * FORD ~1so advised that he doea not havc nny :Lnformr‘tinn as to l;he C

ident: ity of tie persons responsibie for the bomb:mg of the MDOR: msidam,e e

adding that tho bombing cams as a.complete surprisc. to him. He alsé star‘gd .. S
.. he dogs. not have any. ‘information regarding the activitlics of BOONE since T .,

‘his employ-nent 2s a teacher wus discontinued at Mims,-Florida. SEE

. e '. Lam«c. i Homm L.Jms, Florlda, adviscd that he was c.ppn.nted to ,
‘£411 the vacancy on the. ‘School. Board of Trustees at the death of Mr. DuRDEN !
and that to the best of his memory he served as '@ Trustee from ebout 3ep~ A O
tember, 1946 to Jenuary, 1545 and does not recall HARRY T. ENORE and his L
wife resigu.ng from their teaching positions. W2 statad furfhar that he eould.
only recall having one tontact with MOORE and that. that was in about 1940, He .. I
“explained thot during that time he went to the colored school ta belp till o .
out Selective Service qusstiomngires for thu golorod poople .of Fiims. CHOLDER - o

- ptated he found MOORE to be uncooperative and nsvér contactzd him. aftex that., .- 7
. HOLDER could give no mfomat:.on as to wmt persens nd.ght tmvc, bombe.d tm Eon TR
MOOTE residonce. ' IR

JOHN D.. NaSH, Brevard Title and .abst.ract Comparng, Tltusvills s ad-

vised he is presently Chairman of the Brevard County Board of Instructicn

and wos a momber of the Brevard County Board of Public Instruction during"

1945-46, NaSH. stated he personally recells that HARRY T, ard HARRIETT MOOKE - . * &

resipmed as teachsrs during eithor 1914.5 or 19146, he bes not recall the reascn.

for -their reaignatmns. o

c He furbher advised that after  HOORT's ‘services had. been discontinued .
MOO?.L. and another colored man came to HiSH's residoncd and at that tipe HOORD
asked N.SH if NOOME might. again be enployed as a teacher. KaSH said he ad.
vised r'00RE that he would not personally recomm::... HOORE .for emplemient 2o long. as
MOCRE was angaged in any political activity. I: #nis regard NoSH explainsd L
kOO was very active in thc Progressive Votérs'League. Ho sdid that he is of.
tho opinion schcol teachers should not. engzga in politics ond hy ss advised N
MOORE. He alsc stated that LOORE at that tire did net. mention H..RRIETT'& Glit~

. Ployment or desire that she siould bs reemployed but was ccneirned with em- R
ployment for himself, I« said~that when he heard of the bonbing of ths MOORE'a
residence he was guite surprised inasmuch as hn thought 100 h'xd loft Mims
.a fuw. y\,ars '1gn mrl wai Lliving elacwhora.  He could suggre st ) suspeets.

H

g_t.;’l &4 JO“N S. BOWLa#D, 1214 S. Hopkins Street, Titusville, Florida, wes :
interviewed at his rcquest on Decarber 27, 1951. BOWLIID OdcfiSGd that he is L I
a teacher at the Titusville Gramasr School and that on the night of December . .
25, 1951 ho and h-La wife. and Mr, and lirs. E.sBL ROBER"“ and thaa.r son BILL,.

-
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procoedod from kinms, Florida. to T.:busv::.lla Florida by ﬂw 01d Dixle ngrr:ay.
" He. s2id that at a point appro:dmrtely one ndle and a half south cf the HOOKE
ragldenco tiiey rm-rerv':d an automsbile parked on the side of the road with .
throe inen atm_rud around it. Aceordingito BOVILAND this was at approximately
9 F.L. and ‘that the automobilc wus an old model car which had boen converted
into a . truck. He szid the truck was light blue. iz they passed these. indi-
- viduals the ROBERTS mada theé comment they lovked .like !bank robbers. d.widz.nf
.. the lootw J.nasxwxch az t.h(.,/ were 'mddlocl together basida the car, .

' RILI ROB_..tT? had told B(Y"L;."ID that he had s2en thie automobile on =
-the hlgh s~hool grnunds belmr dr:.ven by a high szhool qtude*xt. C s

. !.ir. and Ars. BLAL ROBE'ITS and thoir son, BILL, wera mhrrvi wsd at, L
their home on 'th: coraer cf Orange and Lire S’crect.., Titasvillos., ¥r. amd '
Yrs: ‘HOBERTS stated that they placad the time of seeing these individuals as  ° - oo
- ahcut 8 P. 1.. -instead of 9 F.iI, BILL ROBERTS advised that the automcbilo was % -

lignt gresn in color; about a 194l or 1942 Ford that had been converted into = ° .- '
2 truck. He said that the cab of the automob:.le was still on the frans but

that the back end of the car was open. BILL ROBERTS stated he would be able

to. identify the car if he saw it a,:;uin. = ' . oo

Mg, and Ere. ﬂO‘B‘*’lTo end the:.r son, BILL, accumpcnied agents and S
po:.rted cut the place wherc this nutrmmobile had been.parked. It wias gstimated. :
that this place vias & mile and a half 'sbuth of the '1{00A% home or the Old )

Dixis Highway. '!hlle vnroute to Titusville from this spet Hr., and Mrs. o '
ROBEATS and BILL spubted the car they had seen at the place. It was noted BRI
. at this time that this car bore 1Y51 Florida licens: tag #19-309. :

‘Records of the Florida State auto Idc ;w2 Bureaun, Cnamber of Cuu-

mere: Building, -Titusville, reflected that thiz** ¢ way rrglstered in tho:
nams of B, B, C. .RT.LLI' liims, Florida. ’ ,
B. B.. ..«..‘UILF‘ advisad ‘thet he hnd oénoed 2 1939 Ford sedsn but bhat
-he had sold it. to the Wwhartg ¥olor Compargr in Titusville, Flsrida. . He hed
hsard that an individual by th® name of DA®Y, who is ¢mployed at the Titvo-
'ville Ice Company had purchasad this automebila, .

JOHN H, DaRBY, Titusvills Ice Company, adviswud that on the night of
.December 25, 1951 he and his uncle, TiCK COi3ITT and his ccusins, DONALD
SNO"DEN end GLORTA J3:N SNOWDEN,. drove to lims, Florida at about 7 P.il. He
.gaifd. they procecded to Yims by U.5. Route #1. DuiBY stated further that when
~thoy returned to Titusville they came by the 0ld Dixie Highway and stnpped

-~
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" HOLPERT racalled that MOORE had made a- :;zeech at the Daytona Beach

. Conventicn of the NLACT on WFight .for Civil Rights' through-State Legislationt
" and had al.so decrisd the action. of Sheriff YJILLIS 3{cCall in. connéction with

the Lake County case. lany of HOO:E's remarks werc directly quoted in

nunmerous State newspapers. HOLBERT osaid he had diacussed:ths bonblné of

LOORE's home with DICKEASOI! and wany others in Daytona Reach and that no one
-geemad to be able to atiribute the rmotive to any particular person or group,
. and that they weore unable to, suggeat any clues or ideas and had no suspsects.

. L‘JQN I’UTCHI..:OI‘ tho lives approx:mte]y one- und a hal{ milee south-
‘west of ‘the HOQXE residence, was intcrviewed on December 27, 1951 at which
time he advised that at the time of the explosion he wns in'bed aslesp. | S
accqrding to - HUTCHESGN he had retired at approximately 10 P.M. end had been - i
in bed about 25 minutes when- the blast came, Jccording to RUTCHESON' he sot o
up and dressed. to sse what had caused the explosion and at thkat time.noticed
his brother, DONKIZ, who lives next door:to him, had come over to his houce L
to see about the sume thing, HUTCHESOH stated that togettsr they wot in hig. M-
car and drove from tlLeir house % thehard top road referred to as the 0ld N
Dix.m Ilighway and from there turned loft going into Mims, Florida,

ALs HU’I\"I ESCY recalled they vxent ‘by the HMOOPE resiftence, which sets '
back off the hard top road approximately 300 to 400 yards, he noticod Jighte
on at the MOORE hcuse and one or two cars moving sbout with thoir headlihts
on. HUTCHESON stated they s topped the car epproximtcly 100 yards from tha
intuersection Qi‘ the Qid Dixie [{ighway andtthe. .railroad to dutermine if thsre i
wers fol].ov-in‘ blasts, then prozeesded on'into ilims. . S o

: . Arriving in Mins they stopped at DIFFY's Fruit Stand and overhead’
some unknowm party sty e are just walting for the debris to fall,.n Leavins

DUFFY's fruit stand LITCHESON statad they ﬂ-u,n pr, .ceded south on the main
higiway of U. S. #L td a point whers the rozad imt-ssects that leads to thelr
home at whicil tie fne;,' snw a colored fellow by th: nae of "EIGLER standinz
on the-road, . Lo :

According to 1-11H‘('11F..,0-»l' thay picle d ZEICIER up and {rom that point
proceuded to thy LOOWE rusidende, . arriving ut the LOOuil residence, according
to HUTVHESON, the only porson around wis a oo lared Loy Lv tlh name of SIME,
first name uu‘\nmm. FSHESDY sbated that his brouwe, 10 lIJT)., left at that time -
to o buck. inlo Lims and call wbhe va" whilc he look r*d around t see if hn e
could be of any help,

- HUTCHGR0# stated he has known HOONT for nany years and, to his know-
ledgu , had no encmies in the.. lidns vi"'tnit‘y, HUTCH}_'SQN statdd h(‘Ol(E wag wall
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regarded in the’ commurnty and :.t'. was Aa. matter of common knowL,dge he was verv
active in securing equul rights for the negroes, . :

‘ HUTC’ LS0N statad he had no im‘.’ormatlon ag to who wers thﬂ perv.on or
-persons rusponsihle for this explosion. o A

- HUT CHESGHN steted that he conld recal1 no strange persons m thls
- vieinity durlng th(: past few weeks andk.new of no.one who held armno..:.ty tmzurds,’

LOOTH- . " ."'

HUZCHESCE I:;;ntloned'th gt i‘act that approxiretely 9 munthis ago a
similar explosmn had occurrad somevhere in this vicinity, howuvar, lie had
_ been unable to determine vwhere it had actua...l,y .occurred.

o DONNE FUTC:IE.;OH who lives’ n\.yt door to lLids brothur LTDL PU’T‘CH"SO"
advised that at tho time of the cxplosion he was sitting in his house reading
a newspaper. jAccording to DONNIE, he.ustimated thu tius of ‘the explosion to
be around 10:30 P.}. DOMNIE advised tipon hearing the e.,cplos;Lon he wont oub-
side thinicing possibly it-cams from his brother's home and as ne did he heard
screzing and yalls and recalled hearing the name of ,iRNOLD, .S DONNIE recalled,
these screams were coming from the d:chctJ.on of the SLulS or MOGRE residaoncu.

f'."'\

<‘ it_about this time, DONN]’_E advised his b 'other LCO‘T lhiad coms ove

Lroit his home and tegether they got in IEON's car and drove into iiims, r]oa.g..
According to ROWNIE, as they passed the Ti0:E residénce, which would hav. Lesn
approximotely 15 m:u-utes after the blast, ho noticed lights on at the MOOTE
house and two cars with their haadli shts- on moving about the yard, Du.rm_,
advised hs did not think anything about. this, thinkin; probably they were
going to see whc.t the blust vias a2ll about also.

: * DONKIE stated on arriving in Mimg they = opeed at DUFFY's fruit stand .
to ingquirs as to whbr.- the source of the exslosion was and ne ong seemed bo
know. Following the main highway then, U. S. jA;, fron DUFFY's fruit stand,
he and his brother drove together towards their home and as they crossed t.he
01d Dixie Highway ncticed JER.J ZEIGIER, a colorad mun,. ‘.tundmg: oa the side
of the highway. 3Jeeing ZEIGEER théy stopped and »iclked him up and from that
point went to the HCORE rusidsnce. .

according to DONHIE, vhen they arrived at tle: LOOE residence the
only person at theiscenc was a colored boy by the namer of SIEZIG..  DOMNIR
- stated at that time he left and went into Mims, Fluride, to cuil mthe laww
but being s0 nervous he had "POP" ADKINS, owner of th: 0ld Folks ™ruck Stop
actuhlly make the call to the Sheriff's Oihce. . Tt
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" at a spot located near the. residence- of Hr. NASH. Hs 8aid that the purpose
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for their stupp:mg was to choot off some firecrackers that JACK CORBITT ,
had obtained while ke was in: Georgla. DARBY. recalled that while. they were
shooting, these [irecrackers & numver of automobiles had passed them, and
said they spent about an hour shooting off fireworks amd: rehurned to T:Ltus—

~ ville at about 8 PM.:

kir, and Mrs. JACK CORBITT and the:u' t*no children,’ DOIIALD and GLORIA.
JEAN, "624 South Palm Street, were. mterv::.cwed and they furm.shed the' samy J.ni‘or;
mat:.on as told by JOHN DARBY. T .

All of 'bb’ ‘above’ persons. advised they saw no sugpicious ‘persons.in . .: :

' the area in which they were shooting off fireworks. . They stated they did not "
‘know the MOORE family and had no mformatlon as. t.o the mrscnu vho 'nii,ht have ’ ‘

blown up the MCORE residence. s,
' ,.u-. T
DEZ‘I’ER oS PAR‘]ZELOW 602 Palm Street th usviJ_'L. Florida, contucted
Brevard County sheriff BILL WIILIAI&S on the morning of Decemher 28 1251 and
told the Sherifi that hs and ROSEFARY RICHARDSON of Mims, ‘Florida, were dir-

I ectly in front of the HOORE residence at the time of the explosion. PARTELOM |

was interviewed Ly FBI Agents and stated that on the night of December 25, 19;1 .
he and ROSEMARY RICH:RDSON of Mims, Florida attended the movie at. Titusvilie, . . )
He said afteT thc show they wers proceeding to Hims, Florida by the 0ld Dixie
Highway and that as they -passed the 1100RE resideace-they heard a terrific C
explosion. PARTZLOW said ths explosion’shook the automobile and frightened him . v
so that he could not keep his foot on the: gas. He said the car slowed down S
and that as they paszed the residence of kr. SHAWPE he notlccﬂ Hr. SHAWPE at '
the fxont door of his house. . .

PARTELOY said that he managed to get '~ foot back on the gas and
they procesded to the riome of ROSEMARY RICHARDSON without stopping at the
scene., PARTELOY returncd to TITUSVILIE by U. S. Route ;2. He zaid that- at
the tima of tho explosiun he heard a very decp booa and, suw no flash, He

. thought at that time some boys were 'setting off dynumite to celebrate

Christmas. . PARTZLOY stated: further that he placed the time of ths explosion .-
at 10:20 P.M. because he and ROSFHARY had left the thsatra at about 10310

and it would hava taolien them absut 10 mioutes to o to th2 MOORD residenna.

He said that during their trip to Hims they saw nu automwbiles and: saw nu ooe
walking along the road, ‘ :

' It was ascertained during the interview that PARIELCH was driving :
a 1941 Oxford maroon two-doorFurcl automoblle bearing 1951 Florida J.:Lcensc. s e v

.19"57.50 . - . ' ‘ . .
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E Tha £\ owing investiga.t:.m was cunducted by Spacial agcnf. '2:3 2.
GOEG(EonJeuarylﬁ 1952.'

MS M. B.. BOBE&IES Nigh‘c Jailer Titusvilla Florica, was tba
© first afficer: of the Braverd Gounty Sberifffa Ofﬂca to ba ncti.-
ﬁau concc.rnm, ths axplosion. ~ o

© M. B, ROBsRTS, Night Jeiler, Bravaré. County Sh..riff's Office, ad- .
: vised that he Teceived a telephono. call at epproxizately. 10345- P, Decozbar -
- 25, 1951 from -"EQP® AKTIS in Ming, Flaride, edvising niin that a negro hei

'comtohin,m&a athisph.ceof'busimss, Old..aolxa!!mckStcp, '-:nd.
tuld.bimtm K)ORE Pore had been dmaaited : .

: : Accozﬂingtoms MS Mm'aec‘.mmtoget sa:ebodyupthera'
88 Soon as possibls,

msmfdrmdththsmdatehhmgupthaphmendcellaé
Dapnty Shoriff CLUIE BATES at hLis home resi:‘.anca.

Badio log for Decccher 25 1951 indicates that Jhputy Shm-iff'
L= BuTRS checked in service at. 10:48 P.h. o that data.
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Thé. following investization was ccnducted.by Special

- Lgonts JaMES 'P.. SHANNON and ROZERT T. NISCHWITZ on: Jamuary 6, 1952.. .

BASIS: ADEL McKENZIE wis :reported by HAZEL SHELTOK as being in

ths sutomobile with ARTHUR McKZNZIZ the night of instzut ,

explosion and ADEL McKENZIE was supposed to have seen two- ears .

in the grove in front of HOQRE!s house prior to the explosion.

' : 'ADEL MeKENZIZ, Bax 194, Mims, Flarida, advised he was 32
years-old and'worked for JAMES IRBY who owns groves north of Mims, . - -
ADEL McKENZIE s2id that he was in Titusville at the - bime of. the. .

. -explosion and- had returned st sbout 2:30 AX tiat night. Ha stated that he, -
- ' did. not know enything ebout the explosion until the next morning, He:
- sald that hs was with his wife ANNIE MAE JOHNSON. who had just arrdved -

in Mims for a short vacation coming here from Slaton, Texas. He advised
that ARTHUR McKENZIZ was driving the car from Titusville to Mims and _
stated that they had not szan any autopobiles in the grove in:front .
of ¥OORE's resicence and that they hed not been anywiere neap MOMRE's. -
‘residends that day and further advised that he did not know anything about
‘who Id1led HARRY T. MOORE and his wife or why they were killed. He -
insisted that they had not passed in ‘front of the MOKRS residenca at any
tine during Christoas night or day. . ) S _

| ADEL McKEWZIE stated that ANVIE MAR JOHNSON was his wize fice

whent he had separatad for a couple of years and that LISA was his pressnt
wife with whom.he is' about to Separate. He sald that AMNIE MAE wag the
-one in the car not:LIS., MeiZNZIE refused to admit any knowledge of
suspicisus automobiles in the Nims area and especially. near the victins!
residence, He stated Lhat he imew ncthing more about the incident and
said. that his cormeotion with HARRY T. MOORE was through the MiACP, that
HARRY T. MOORE had psi2 for his initial application for membership in thke
NAACP and continued to pay the dues for McKZVZIE in the NAACP. He wegt
on to state that it never cost him any money to belong to the NAACP as
HARRY T. MOORE paid for it. McKENZIE advised.that he. is no longer a
member of the NiACP, T E o
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" igonts JiMES P.. SHaNNON and R0EERT T. NISCHAITZ on Jamusry 6, 1952, |

.explosicn and: had returned at about 2:30 AM that night.. -Ha atated that he,
" aid not know anything sbout the explosion until the next morming. He:
. 8aid that he was with his wife ANNIE MAE JOENSON who had just arrived

. that ARTHUR McKENZIE was driving the car from Titusville to Mims and ,

 HARRY T. MOORE hed pmid for his initial application for membership in tke

RiN:msf

The. following investization was éénductedzby Special

BASIS; ADEL McZENZIE was:reported by HAZEL SHELTON as being in -
the zutomobile with ARTHUR McKzZNZIZ the night of instent S
explosion and ADEL McKENZIE was supposed to have seen two cars .
in the grove in front of HOORE!s house prior to the explosion.

... ADEL MeKENZIZ, Bax 194, Mims, Florida, advisad he was 32
years old and’ worked for JAMES IRBY who owns groves .north of Mims, © . -
ADEL McKENZIE said that he was in TYtusville at the ' time of the. .

in Mims for a short vacation coming here from Slaton, Texas. He.advised’

stated that they had not sean any automobiles in the grove in:front o
of MOORE's resicence and that they hed not been anywhere near MO(RG's. -
‘Tesidence that day aad further advised that he did not know anything sbout
who id1led HARRY T. MOORE and his wife or why they were iillsd. He
insisted that they had not yassed in front of the MOGRE residenca at any
time during Christmas night or day. : . '

_ ADEL McKEWZIZ stated that ANJIE MAR JOHNSQN was his wife fice
when he had separatad for a couple of years and that LISA was his pressnt ‘
wife with whom he 15 sbout to separate. He said that AMNIS MAiE was the

one in the car not LISa. MedZNZIE refused to adnit any knowledge of
susplcious automobiles in the liims area and especially. near the victims!
residence, He statasd Lthat he inew ncthing more about the incident and
said that his cormection with HARRY T. MOORE was through thie N:ACP, that
NAACP and continued to pay the dues for MeKENZIE in the NAACP. He went

on to state that it never cost him any money to belong to the NAACP as

HARRY T. MOORE paid for {t. McKDNZIZ advised.tkat ke is no longer a

member of the NiACP, ‘ : :
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